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11 April 1866

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte was not presert, Elder Kamper was chosen as chairman. New members were received and
admitted to the Lord's Table as well as receiving members by transfer. The consistory approved
the request of Mrs. Pau[e'lls and Mrs. Slink to put new carpet in the pulpit area. It was decided
that people who attended the theater would not be allowed to come to the Lord's table. "Because
of the hasty departure of the pastor to the Netherlands, it was decided to celebrate the Lord's
Supper with one another before he leaves."
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II. Pp. 263a and 263b.

Page 263a
teach the catechism classes. Th ,6'onsistory acquiesced in this request.
ARTICLE 6 — It was deci0 d to meet again on April 11.
The meeting was closed fith prayer by Brother Wilterdink.
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of April 11, 1866
Absent: Brothers de Bruin, Oonk, and te Roller.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened by Brother Kamper, due to the absence of the
pastor.
ARTICLE 2— Brother Kamper was chosen as chairman.
ARTICLE 3 — Present at the meeting were Hendrika Broek, Jan Broek, and Janna Broek,
all desiring to be admitted to the Lord's table. In the meantime, the pastor entered the
meeting. All three above-mentioned persons were accepted.
ARTICLE 4 — Membership received for Aaltje W. Spanjer from the Secessionist
congregation of Grand Rapids, dated January 20, 1866. Membership received for
Kornelis Douwerd Scherphoren from Sauwerd (Netherlands).
ARTICLE 5 — Catharina van der Veere entered the meeting, requesting permission to
come to the table of the Lord. Accepted.
ARTICLE 6— A female committee, consisting of Mrs. Pauls and Mrs. Slink, appeared in
the meeting, requesting carpet runners in the halls of the church. If this is granted, they
will, as a committee, see to it that there is a new carpet in the pulpit area. It is judged that
this request should be approved.
ARTICLE 7 — Since the committee will soon be leaving, in order to meet with van Dijk,
Brother Keppel is appointed to take the place of the minister.
ARTICLE 8 — It was decided that those who attend theaters may not be allowed to come
to communion, and, because Vlietstra apparently is doing so, a committee was appointed
to investigate and to deal according to circumstances. The committee consists of Labots
and Wakker.

Page 263b
Because Taeke continues to misuse strong drink, the same committee appointed earlier to
deal with him is to inform him that he is now under silent censure.
ARTICLE 10— Delegates to the upcoming classis were appointed, namely G. Wakker
and Labots, with Kamper and Broek serving as alternates.
ARTICLE 11 — Because of the hasty departure of the pastor to the Netherlands, it was
decided to celebrate the Lord's Supper with one another before he leaves.
Ended by Brother Broek.
G. Wakker, clerk
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Note: Due to urgent circumstances, a committee, consisting of Labots and Keppel, met
with Marie Hoezee, nee Brand, to hear her profession of faith after the previous
consistory meeting. They accepted her profession.
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of May 1, 1866
Absent: Brothers de bruin, Wilterdinlc, Oonk, Kieft, and Geerlings.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened by Brother Kamper.
ARTICLE 2— Brother Labots was chosen as chairman.
ARTICLE 3 — Present at the meeting were Grietje Vaarwerk, nee Meijenhuis, Cristina
Kanters, nee Roos, J. Stolp, and Bernardis Wenting; all of whom desired to be admitted
to the table of the Lord. All were accepted.
ARTICLE 4 — B. ten Brink was present at the meeting, desiring to speak about the
decision to keep J. van Dam from participating in communion. In his judgment, the
consistory has handled this matter wrongly. After some instruction and clarification, he
appeared to be satisfied and left the meeting.
ARTICLE 5 — Membership statements were received for Pieter J. Dijk from
Uithuizenneden, Netherlands, and Aaltje LeFeber, nee Kamper, and Jacob LeFeber, and
Johanna Maria de Graaf, nee Adams; all three from Grand Haven, dated March, 1866.
ARTICLE 6 — The minutes were read and approved, including the postscript.
ARTICLE 7 — A membership statement was granted to Maria Hoezee, nee Brand, to
Vriesland.
ARTICLE 8 — A letter was received from Joh. Ellenbaas, containing criticism about the
celebration of the Lord's Supper, etc. It was decided that this letter will be answered by a
committee, consisting of Labots and Keppel.
The meeting was closed by Brother te Roller.

G. Wakker, clerk

